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Why We Celebrate an Anniversary
By John W. Galten, MI National President

Dear Knights of the Immaculata,

Maria! As we begin the year 2022, let us be filled with hope
and joy in the fact that Christ makes all things new! This is not
a time to surrender to gloom and doom by the seeming impris-
onment of action by the pandemic. We ponder the soul-crushing atmosphere of
Auschwitz, and yet within these hellish confines St. Maximilian found numerous
ways to be the apostle he was called to be. Can we do less?

It is also time to ponder another remarkable event—the 100th anniversary
of The Knight of the Immaculata magazine—the ancestor of our very own news-
letter by the same name.

Not only was St. Maximilian a Marian mystic, supreme organizer and spiri- Tl’li’Otlgh Mdi’y Immaculate to

tual dynamo of energy but very significantly he was an evangelizing missionary. .
He was called to give himself to the last and great command of Christ, “Go, Jesus: that is our watchword.

therefore, make disciples of all nations” (Mt 19). The more you spread veneration

The Immaculata herself and her spouse the Holy Spirit planted this divine
seed and call in the heart of St. Maximilian. He heard the paraphrased injunc- and love f or the Immaculata
tion by Christ, “How can they believe if they have not heard?!” That startling the more souls you win over
and rousing question/command burned in his heart. The love of Christ for souls,
shouted out from the Cross as He thirsted for souls, became his evangelizing fo I’IBT, and, thTOMgh her, fo the
motive.

St. Maximilian recognized that at the time the printed word was the prima- Most Sacred Heart Of Jesus,
ry medium to spread the Kingdom of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. The maga- who loved us unto death on the
zine was born in 1922 and contained the call to repentance, for the Kingdom of 5
God is here in our very midst. From the City of the Immaculata (Niepokalanow) Cross.

the apostolate expanded. In 1930 he traveled to Japan, where he would start the — St. Maximilian Kolbe
(Continues on pg. 2) *
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Editorial

Garden of the Immaculata (Mugenzai
no Sono) and immediately found The
Knight in Japanese. The first issue on
a hand-cranked printing press ran to
10,000. This feat was achieved barely
one month after the friars’ arrival in
Nagasaki. This shows how much the
Saint value this “apostolic tool” We,
also, should value our newsletter in the
same manner. The friars themselves
handed out the first issue.

The magazine became not only an
evangelizing tool for the Kingdom but
also the “food” for the Militia of the
Immaculata on its missionary “cam-
paign” Although the primary spiritu-
al “food and supplies” of this Militia
is the Holy Eucharist, the holy words
and example of St. Maximilian are also
food for the soul.

So, dear Knights, our publication,
The Knight of the Immaculata, is not
just helpful information but, if it stays
true to St. Maximilian, it becomes a
“conference” and an inspiration from
our founder Saint! Read it and influ-
ence others to read it as it contains the
wisdom of an extraordinary Saint and
the inspiration to love the Immacula-
ta with our whole hearts and all those
who have not heard of her or her Son.

Until next time, read and share
The Knight. As always... “Arise, let us

'))

be on our way!

John W. Galten
MI National President

PS. Also, sign up, and invite others as
well, for the Daily Kolbe E-mails, and
enjoy a daily inspiring word from St.
Maximilian!

Virgin of Guadalupe, Patroness of
unborn children, we implore your
intercession for every child at risk of
abortion.

Help expectant parents

to welcome from God

the priceless gift

of their child’s life.
Console parents who have lost that gift
through abortion, and lead them to for-
giveness and healing through the Divine
Mercy of your Son.

Teach us to cherish

and to care for family

and friends

until God calls them home.

Help us never to see others

as burdens.
Guide our public officials to defend each
and every human life through just laws.
Inspire us all to bring our faith into pub-
lic life, to speak for those who have no
voice.

We ask this in the name

of your Son, Jesus Christ,

who is Love and Mercy itself. Amen

©USCCB
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Dally Holy Mass

will be offered throughout 2022 for the
MI-USA and all MI Members, living and

deceased, at the City of the Immaculata
established by St. Maximilian Kolbe near
Warsaw, in Poland.

Send your prayer intentions to be placed
inthe Ml Book of Intentions at the
feet of Our Lady and St. Maximilian Kolbe's
first class relic:

PrayerRequest@Missionlmmaculata.com
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See and Share
the MI Film!

This important
short film beautifully
and eloquently
captures the essence of the MI:
total consecration
to the Immaculata
in the evangelical spirit
of St. Maximilian Kolbe.

"Simply excellent!"
“Inspirational!"

Share the link
http://militiaoftheimmaculata.
com/mi-movie/
with your family and friends
and promote the new film
by posting on your favorite
social media platform!

Let's reach
as many people
as possible
to win the world for Christ
through the Immaculata!
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Treasure:
The Most

This is Part Two of the document The
Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the
Church published by the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops. May it lead us to an
ever-greater appreciation of this unfathom-
able Gift. We reprint it here for the ongoing
formation of all MI members.

A) The Sacrifice of Christ

To begin to comprehend the tre-
mendous gift offered by Christ through
His Incarnation, Death, and Resurrec-
tion, that gift which is made present to
us in the Eucharist, we must first realize
how truly profound is our alienation
from the Source of all life as a result of
sin. We have abundant experience of
evil, yet so many of us deny the cause
of much of that evil—our own selfish-
ness, our own sins. As St. John wrote in
his first letter, If we say, “we are without
sin,” we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us (1 Jn 1:8).

Sin is an offense against God, a
failure to love God and our neighbor
which wounds our nature and injures
human solidarity. The capabilities, tal-
ents, and gifts we have received from
God are meant to be used for good—
not the false and illusory good that
we in our self-centered desire create
for ourselves, but the true good that
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glorifies the Father of goodness and is
directed for the good of others and, in
the end, is also good for us. When we
misuse the gifts of creation, when we
selfishly focus on ourselves, we choose
the path of vice rather than the way of
virtue.

This self-centeredness is an inher-
itance of the Fall of our first parents.
Without the grace of Christ received
at Baptism, strengthened in Confir-
mation, and nourished by the Eucha-
rist, this selfishness dominates us. In
Christ, however, what was lost by sin
has been restored and renewed even
more wondrously by grace. Jesus, the
new Adam, “was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate,” offering Himself up as a
sacrifice so that we may receive the in-
heritance that was lost by sin. By freely
offering His life on the cross, Christ al-
lows us to become the children of God
(Jn 1:12) and to inherit the Kingdom
of God. St. Peter reminds us, Christ
Himself bore our sins in His body upon
the cross, so that, free from sin, we might
live for righteousness. By His wounds
you have been healed (1 Pt 2:24).

At the Last Supper, celebrating the
Passover, Jesus makes explicit that His
impending death, freely embraced
out of love, is sacrificial: While they
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were eating, Jesus took bread, said the
blessing, broke it, and giving it to his
disciples said, “Take and eat; this is my
body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks,
and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you, for this is my blood of the
covenant, which will be shed on behalf
of many for the forgiveness of sins” (Mt
26:27-28). In the words and gestures
of the Last Supper, Jesus makes it clear
that out of love for us He is freely offer-
ing His life for the forgiveness of our
sins. In doing so, He is both the priest
offering a sacrifice and the victim be-
ing offered. As priest, Jesus is offering a
sacrifice to God the Father, an offering
prefigured by the offering of bread and
wine by Melchizedek, Priest of God
Most High (Gen 14:18; see Ps 110:4;
Heb 5-7 passim). Anticipating His Pas-
sion in the institution of the Eucharist,
Christ has indicated the forms under
which His self-offering would be sac-
ramentally present to us until the end
of time.

Why is it so important that we un-
derstand the Eucharist as a sacrifice?
It is because all that Jesus did for the
salvation of humanity is made present
in the celebration of the Eucharist, in-
cluding His sacrificial Death and Res-

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
urrection. Christ’s sacrifice of Himself
to the Father was efficacious and salv-
ific because of the supreme love with
which He shed His blood, the price of
our salvation, and offered Himself to
the Father on our behalf. His blood,
shed for us, is the eternal sign of that
love. As a memorial the Eucharist is
not another sacrifice, but the re-pre-
sentation of the sacrifice of Christ by
which we are reconciled to the Father.
It is the way by which we are drawn
into Jesus’” perfect offering of love, so
that His sacrifice becomes the sacrifice
of the Church. As Pope Benedict XVI
wrote,
The remembrance of His perfect
gift consists not in the mere rep-
etition of the Last Supper, but in
the Eucharist itself, that is, in the
radical newness of Christian wor-
ship. In this way, Jesus left us the
task of entering into His hour. The
Eucharist draws us into Jesus' act
of self-oblation. More than just
statically receiving the incarnate
Logos, we enter into the very dy-
namic of his self-giving.

The Eucharist is a sacrificial meal,
“the sacred banquet of communion
with the Lord’s body and blood.” Its
fundamental pattern is found in the
Jewish celebration of the Passover,

which involves both a meal and a sacri-
fice. The Passover meal is celebrated in
remembrance of the Exodus, when the
Israelites were told to sacrifice a lamb
to the Lord and to mark the doorposts
of their houses with the blood, so that
the angel of death would pass over
their houses and leave the Israelites
unharmed. This marked a people set
apart and chosen by God as His special
possession.

Each family was then to eat the
lamb with unleavened bread as a re-
minder of the haste with which the
Israelites had to prepare for their de-
parture from Egypt and with bitter
herbs as a reminder of their deliver-
ance from slavery. At the Last Supper,
Jesus reveals Himself to be the Paschal
Lamb (“Behold the Lamb of God”)
whose sacrifice brings liberation from
slavery to sin and whose blood marks
out a new people belonging to God.
All the sacrifices in the Old Testament
prefigure and find their fulfillment in
the one perfect sacrifice of Jesus.

The saving work of Jesus Christ,
which has brought to fulfillment what
was announced in figure in the Pass-
over, is now re-presented in the cele-
bration of the Eucharist. The Eucha-
rist “makes present the one sacrifice
of Christ the Savior” As Pope St. John
Paul II taught: “The Church constantly
draws her life from [this] redeeming
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sacrifice; she approaches it not only
through faith-filled remembrance, but
also through a real contact, since this
sacrifice is made present ever anew,
sacramentally perpetuated, in every
community which offers it at the hands
of the consecrated minister”
Finally, this great Sacrament is also
a participation in the worship offered
in Heaven, in and through Christ, by
the angels and saints. Pope Benedict
XVI explained that every Eucharistic
celebration sacramentally accomplish-
es the eschatological gathering of the
People of God. For us, the eucharistic
banquet is a real foretaste of the final
banquet foretold by the prophets (cf.
Is 25:6-9) and described in the New
Testament as the marriage-feast of the
Lamb (Rev 19:7-9), to be celebrated in
the joy of the communion of saints.
(to be continued)
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All
rights reserved.
The document The Mystery of the Eucharist
in the Life of the Church was developed by the
Committee on Doctrine of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). It
was approved by the full body of the USCCB
at its November 2021 General Meeting and has
been authorized for publication by the under-
signed.
Rev Michael J. K. Fuller
General Secretary, USCCB
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St. Joseph, a Man Who Dreams

Excerpts from an Audience on St. Joseph

by Pope Francis

In the Bible, as in the cultures of an-
cient peoples, dreams were considered
a means by which God revealed Him-
self. The dream symbolizes the spiri-
tual life of each of us, that inner space
that each of us is called to cultivate and
guard, where God manifests Himself
and often speaks to us. But we must also
say that within each of us there is not
only the voice of God: there are many
other voices. For example, the voices of
our fears, the voices of past experienc-
es, the voices of hopes; and there is also
the voice of the evil one who wants to
deceive and confuse us. It is therefore
important to be able to recognize the
voice of God in the midst of other voic-
es. Joseph demonstrates that he knows
how to cultivate the necessary silence
and, above all, how to make the right
decisions before the Word that the
Lord addresses to him inwardly. To-
day, it will be good for us to take up the
four dreams in the Gospel which have
him as their protagonist, in order to
understand how to place ourselves be-
fore God’s revelation. The Gospel tells
us of four dreams of Joseph. In the first
dream (cf. Mt 1:18-25), the angel helps
Joseph to resolve the drama that assails
him when he learns of Mary's preg-
nancy: “Do not fear to take Mary your

wife, for that which is conceived in her
is of the Holy Spirit” (vv. 20-21). And
his response was immediate: “When
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him” (v.
24). Life often puts us in situations that
we do not understand and that seem
to have no solution. Praying in these
moments—this means letting the Lord
show us the right thing to do. In fact,
very often it is prayer that gives us the
intuition of the way out. Dear broth-
ers and sisters, the Lord never allows
a problem to arise without also giving
us the help we need to deal with it. He
does not cast us alone into the fire. He
does not cast us among the beasts. No.
When the Lord shows us a problem, or
reveals a problem, he always gives us
the intuition, the help, His presence, to
get out of it, to resolve it.

And the second revealing dream of
Joseph comes when the life of the child
Jesus is in danger. The message is clear:
“Rise, take the child and his mother,
and flee to Egypt, and remain there till
I tell you; for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him” (Mt 2:13).
Joseph obeyed without hesitation: “He
rose and took the child and his mother
by night,” the Gospel says, “and depart-
ed to Egypt, and remained there until
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the death of Herod” (vv. 14-15). In life
we all experience dangers that threaten
our existence or the existence of those
we love. In these situations, praying
means listening to the voice that can
give us the same courage as Joseph, to
face difficulties without succumbing.

In Egypt, Joseph waited for a sign
from God that he could return home,
and this is the content of the third
dream. The angel reveals to him that
those who wanted to kill the Child
are dead and orders him to leave
with Mary and Jesus and return to
his homeland (cf. Mt 2:19-20). Joseph
“rose” the Gospel says, “and took the
child and his mother, and went to the
land of Israel” (v. 21). But on the re-
turn journey, “when he heard that
Archelaus reigned over Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there” (v. 22). Here then is the fourth
revelation: “Being warned in a dream
he withdrew to the district of Galilee.
And he went and dwelt in a city called
Nazareth” (vv. 22-23). Fear is also part
of life and it too needs our prayer. God
does not promise us that we will nev-
er have fear, but that, with His help,
it will not be the criterion for our de-
cisions. Joseph experiences fear, but
God also guides him through it. The
power of prayer brings light into situa-
tions of darkness. I am thinking at this
moment of so many people who are
crushed by the weight of life and can
no longer hope or pray. May St. Joseph
help them to open themselves to dia-
logue with God in order to find light,
strength, and peace....

Prayer is always inextricably linked
to charity. It is only when we combine
prayer with love, that we are able to
understand the Lord's messages. Jo-
seph prayed, worked, and loved and
because of this he always received
what he needed to face life's trials. Let
us entrust ourselves to him and to his
intercession.

(January 26, 2022)
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Catholic nghts Standlng

in the Breach

By Joseph Cascone, Ml-Member

“Only Love Creates.” St. Max taught us
this. God, in His infinite love, welcomes us
to cooperate with Him in creating human
life. What an awesome gift; probably only
second in greatness to our Redemption.
On January 19, we boarded a motor-coach
in northwest Indiana to travel through-
out the cold night to our nation’s capital,
Washington D.C. We had the Knights of
Columbus of Indiana to thank for making
it possible for us to make this pilgrimage.
It was our first National March For Life
event, although we attended a “dry run” to
the March For Life in Chicago a few weeks
earlier. It was a frigid experience on both
occasions but we felt we were compelled to
stand up for the preborn, especially in this
year of 2022 when we pray that the terrible
US Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade
will itself be dismembered by a Mississippi
case to be decided in June, called Dobbs v.
Jackson.

Much like St. Maximilian was met
with Freemason signs in Rome when
he was a seminarian student, we were
met with signs hanging from highway
overpasses saying that “D.C. [loves]
Abortion Provider” The struggle is
real! It has been a real, terrible struggle
for pro-life people for 49 years since
the Roe decision in 1973. On Thursday
January 20 there were thousands of us
packed in the Basilica of the Immac-
ulate Conception for Holy Mass and
vigil prayers and Rosary, praying for
the end of abortion, while unbeknown
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to us there was a group called “Cath-
olics for Choice” projecting pro-abor-
tion messages onto its basilica fagade.

But inside we were comforted by Our
Lord and Our Lady. We saw a beautiful
bronze sculpture that reminded us of how
Father Patrick Peyton (the Family Rosary
priest) would say that we should be like
Mary’s donkey, bringing her and her Son
into the world.

The next day, January 21, some say that
up to 300,000 of us gathered on The Mall to

rally and hear speakers call for the end of
abortion. There were no diluted messages
of other life issues. Ending Roe was what
was focused on, like a laser beam. Over 65
million brothers and sisters of ours have
been snuffed out by abortion. Defending
the inalienable right to life for God’s chil-
dren in the womb is THE preeminent issue
and THE civil/human rights issue that has
been a scourge on America and the world
for our lifetime.

On our pilgrimage, we had about 30
eighth graders and chaperones attend from
St. John the Evangelist school. They were
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so moved by visiting Arlington Cemetery
and seeing where two million military men
and women lie, after making the ultimate
sacrifice of their lives. They were moved by

| the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. They
§ were even more moved by learning that
¥ over 65 million “unknown” babies have

' been sacrificed in our country in the name
& of CHOICE. They saw the irony that with

abortion the babies do not get to choose.
Just like with slavery, black people did not
get to choose; and with the holocaust, Jews
and Polish Catholics and other Christians
did not get to choose.

What audacity we have to prevent God
the Father from seeing the lives of so many
of His children unfold and blossom and
turn toward holiness and sainthood. We
all know that abortion is a travesty of God’s
Holy Justice. What part of “Thou Shall
Not Kill” do we not understand? Abortion
needs to stop.

Finally, I will be making an effort to raise
money to help fund the purchase of one ul-
tra-sound machine to be put in a Women’s
Care Center. Statistics show that 90% of the
time, seeing the very real and clear images
of their babies, mothers choose life. There
is no more effective way to help a woman
change her mind about abortion than a
3D/4D Ultra Sound machine. It is the most
powerful tool we have beside prayer.

These machines are very expensive but
the Knights of Columbus have a special rate
(50% discount) which still cost $35,000.
My hope is to place the machine in the
Women's Care Center in the heart of Illi-
nois, the home of our National MI Office,
Peoria. Their clinic burned down and they
are looking to come out of the ashes like
a phoenix with a bigger, better facility to
help women choose life. Illinois is already
the abortion hub in the Midwest. Once Roe
falls, we need to be ready to help women
make the right choice, help them with their
needs for nine months, and perhaps with
the adoption process. If abortion is left to
the states, all the states surrounding Illinois
will ban abortion. We need to be ready to
put our money and time where our mouths
are. Only love creates!
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This year, the monthly reflections provided by
the MI International Office on the 2022 MI Inten-
tions include:

*A Scripture reading.

*A text from St. Maximilian’s Writings.

*A quote from the Pope’s teachings.

*A brief commentary.

The goal is to offer MI leaders the possibility to
adapt the material to the need of the group and/or

the current reality.

February: O Immaculata, please in-
tercede that, as authentic MI members in
these difficult times, we may place our trust
in you.

Mt 10:26-33 - Therefore do not be afraid
of them. Nothing is concealed that will
not be revealed, nor secret that will not be
known. What I say to you in the darkness,
speak in the light; what you hear whis-
pered, proclaim on the housetops. And do
not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid
of the one who can destroy both soul and
body in Gehenna. Are not two sparrows
sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them
falls to the ground without your Father’s
knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head
are counted. So do not be afraid; you are
worth more than many sparrows. Every-
one who acknowledges me before others
I will acknowledge before my heavenly
Father. But whoever denies me before oth-
ers, I will deny before my heavenly Father.

KW 503 - Dear children, let us remember
that love lives and is nourished by sacri-
fices. Let us thank the Immaculata for in-
ner peace, for the ecstasy of love, but let us

not forget that all that, though good and
beautiful, is not the essence of love and
love, indeed perfect love, may even exist

without all that. The summit of love is the
state in which Jesus came to find Himself
on the cross when He said: “My God, my
God, why have You forsaken me?” (Mt
27:46; Mk15:34). There is no love without
sacrifice.... When the love to her, to the
goodness of God in her, to the love of the
Divine Heart which is personified in her,
when that love has seized us and penetrat-
ed us, then sacrifices will become a neces-
sity for the soul.

Pope Francis on Mt 10:26-33

In this Gospel the invitation Jesus ad-
dresses to His disciples resonates: to have
no fear, to be strong and confident in the
face of life’s challenges, as He forewarns
them of the adversities that await them.
Today’s passage is part of the missionary
discourse, with which the Teacher pre-
pares the Apostles for their first experi-
ence of proclaiming the Kingdom of God.
Jesus persistently exhorts them “not to be
afraid,” “do not be afraid,” and Jesus de-
scribes tangible situations that they will
find themselves facing, first and foremost,
the hostility of those who would like to sti-
fle the Word of God by sugar-coating it,
by watering it down or by silencing those
who proclaim it. In this case, Jesus encour-
ages the Apostles to spread the message of
salvation that He has entrusted to them.
For the moment, He has transmitted it
cautiously, somewhat covertly within the
small group of the disciples. But they are
to utter His Gospel “in the light,” that is,
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openly; and are to proclaim it “from the
housetops”—as Jesus says—that is, pub-
licly. There is no need to be frightened of
those who seek to extinguish the evange-
lizing force with arrogance and violence.
Indeed, they can do nothing against the
soul, that is, against their union with God:
no one can take this away from the dis-
ciples, because it is a gift from God. The
only fear that a disciple should have is to
lose this divine gift, this closeness to and
friendship with God, to stop living ac-
cording to the Gospel, thereby experienc-
ing moral death, which is the effect of sin.

Commentary

Weare called tobenotafraid, to trust the
Immaculata, to surrender everything into
her maternal hands as St. Maximilian did:
all that we experience, both joys and sor-
rows, difficulties and successes. Everything
we are to offer to her so as to win may souls
for Jesus through her Immaculate Heart.
Prayer: Act of Total Consecration to the
Immaculata

MILITIA® IMIMMACULA'[A
e did not die. He gave Iis life!
BO* Anmiversary ol
St Maximilian Kolbe's Martyrdom :

E1]

2021 Monthly Prayer Intentions ]
021 Intenciones Mensnales

2022 MI Intentions leaflets
are available in English and Spanish.
Request them from the MI National Office.
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From MI Members Around the World...

As a teenager, | attended a youth event during which I was told, for the very first time, “God is Love and loves you
as you are, with your limitations and defects.” I felt that those words were addressed to me and I wanted to listen to the
desire they sowed into my heart to respond to that love. But, what confusion, how many fears and uncertainties, at the
beginning! As soon as I started on this journey, I had to face my own weaknesses, my pretense to walk on my own, my
fright of being ridiculed by others, and my fear of not being able to make it.

In the weariness of the journey, Mary, the mother of Jesus, came next to me, and I discovered her to be a discreet,
quiet loving, and encouraging presence. Our Lady, who knew how to welcome fully God’s will and who stood at the foot
her Son’s Cross, has taught me to accept my toughest times and to stand at the foot of my own crosses. Mary welcomes
us and offers us hospitality into her home. She doesn’t like to appear; she prefers that we speak little about her. She
welcomes us in her home to lead us to her Son Jesus, to make Him and the overwhelming strength of His love known to
us. If we have the humility and perseverance to know Mary more closely, we find out that she has much to teach us. Her
life is so simple and attractive to fill ours, too, with those dispositions and values which will draw us straight to the heart
of Jesus, the Source of every good and of that love which He wishes to share with us. Moreover, through the MI we have
the possibility to know the exceptional story of a brother, Fr. Maximilian Kolbe, who lived the love of God to the full,
to the point of being consumed by the fire of that love. What a full and intense life he lived! To St. Maximilian we may
ask for help in opening our hearts to the knowledge of the Mother of Jesus, the Immaculata, for he was her passionate
minstrel and zealous apostle. Let’s ourselves be led by the enthusiasm of this son _
of St. Francis, and we’ll discover the desire and joy to lead others to know Jesus '
by surrendering to the tender love of the Immaculata.

Fr. Roberto Brandinelli, OFM Conv., Padua, Italy

Dear Friend, I wish you to experience the immense grace to know Our Lady,
as did a man who placed all his life in her hands: St. Maximilian Kolbe. May
you encounter her within yourself, open your heart to her, and place your hand \ - -
into hers, just as she placed hers in the Heavenly Father’s hand. The Immaculata
more than anything wishes that we become her children, so as to share with us
the greatest gift: her Son Jesus. In Him, through faith, you'll be able to taste and
see “how good the Lord is” As you trust in His goodness and surrender yourself
completely to Him, He will make of you the person that you really are...

The experience that you begin or continue with the MI, it's one of TRUE love.
The beauty of coming to know Mary is that she truly takes you by the hand and this changes
your life. If you open up to her, she listens to you, for She is a Mother to whom you can con-
fide ANY secret and ask for help ANY TIME. She listens, because she is YOUR Mother—the |
sweetest and best Mom who could ever meet. You may be her little child, through whom she
will work wonders... to be shared, graces to pass onto others, for in her God’s promise has
become a reality. I assure you that if you give yourself to her, she will sustain your every step.
With her even suffering is sweet, for when you feel loved in such a unique way, each moment
of your life is brightened and renewed. Because God makes everything new.... Enjoy you jour-
ney with the MI! Laura, MI Adult Leader, Ferrara, Italy
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MARY’S
VOICE
& the

GOSPEL
according to
JOHN

MIiCHAEL PAKALUK

A NEW TRANSLATION WITH COMMENTARY

Discover Mary's Voice in the Gospel

A Book Review

If you are looking for an enjoyable
way to meditate on the Gospel in the
company of Our Lady, find a copy of
Mary’s Voice in the Gospel of John—A
New Translation With Commentary, by
Michael Pakaluk (Regnery Publishing,
2021).

The author’s starting point was to
assume the truth that Our Lady had a
special part to play in St. John’s Gos-
pel. He asked himself which verses,
parts, structures, or characteristics of
the Gospel text might show Mary’s in-
fluence. “How much of the text is illu-
minated or becomes suggestive in new
ways if we take the thesis to be true?
If enough of the text is newly illumi-
nated by the thesis, then that fact itself
constitutes an argument for the truth
of the thesis” (xxvi).

Pakaluk suggests that Our Lady
exerted four “modes” of influence and
he also indicates six “roles” that Mary

exercised (Theotokos [or God-bearer],
woman, mother, virgin, spouse and
handmaiden). Therefore, “if a particu-
lar feature of John's Gospel issues from
the viewpoint of someone who occu-
pied one of these roles that John did
not occupy, then this feature can be
ascribed to Mary’s influence” (xxviii).

So that you may not be deterred
from picking up the book, know that
while Pakaluk is a professor at Catholic
University of America he didn't write
this book as a work of scholarship.

Through his insights and com-
mentary, you will find yourself im-
mersed in a beautiful and inspiring
Lectio Divina (that is, prayerful read-
ing of the Gospel) with Our Lady, an
experience which is all the more sig-
nificant for us who are totally conse-
crated to her and strive to become like
her in following Jesus her Son.

ADP
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Invite Friends to Be
Consecrated to Our Lady!

MILITIA &%
IMMACULATA

BEHOLD YOUR
MOTHER!

Behold Your Mother!

The Path to Total Consecration
to Our Lady in the Spirit of
St. Maximilian Kolbe

This beautiful 56-page booklet may be
used individually or as a group activity (in a
home or parish setting, for example), or as a
series of classes led by a facilitator, or during a
day of preparation for Ml consecration to Our
Lady. If you can offer a series of meetings, you
can read each chapter with the group and in-
vite the participants to reflect and comment
on it. Alternatively, you can invite them to
read each chapter beforehand and come to-
gether for discussion.

Many people have expressed the desire
to promote total consecration to Mary in their
parish and local area. Behold Your Mother!
offers you an effective tool for making that
possible!

Available also in audio book form.
Listen anytime, anywhere!

The suggested donation for multi-
ple copies of the booklet is $1.00/ea. plus
shipping; for a single copy, the suggest-
ed donation is $4.00 shipping included.

Now available in Spanish

iAHI TIENES A TU
MADRE!

e e spiriiu,
il J\-ﬂﬂ.'n'

Order copies today from the
MI National Office:
MINational@Missionlmmaculata.com
Or call: 331-223-5564
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St. Maximilian Writes...
Celebrating the Centenary of the First Ml Magazine

As noted last month and in the Editorial
of this issue, in 1922 St. Maximilian launched
the humble MI magazine Rycerz Niepoka-
lanej (The Knight of the Immaculata). One of
its goals was to deepen and strengthen faith, to
point out the true path to asceticism, and to ac-
quaint the faithful with Christian mysticism. In
the first issues St. Maximilian wrote about the
call to holiness. The following article (KW 1010)
is probably the text of a talk that Fr. Maximilian
gave at a meeting of a group of MI lay people in
Krakow. It is clearly connected with KW 1001
and 1004 (which we published in the November
2017 issue of our MI newsletter). Enjoy it!

God has assigned each person a
specific mission in this world: as He
created the universe, He arranged pri-
mal causes so that the uninterrupted
chain of their effects would engen-
der the conditions and circumstanc-
es most favorable to carrying out that
mission. Every man, therefore, is born
with skills proportionate to the mis-
sion entrusted to him and, throughout
the course of his life, environment, cir-
cumstances, and everything else con-
tribute to make it possible and easy for

P

him to achieve his aim. In fact, man’s
perfection entirely consists in the at-
tainment of that aim. The more accu-
rately he manages to realize his task,
the more scrupulously he fulfills its
mission, the greater and holier he be-
comes in God’s eyes.

In addition to natural gifts, from
the cradle to the grave man is also ac-
companied by the grace of God, which
is poured out upon each of us in such
quantity and quality that our weak hu-
man forces can be properly reinforced
and acquire the supernatural energy
needed to cope with our own mission.

Many saints throughout the course
of their lives have worked along tire-
lessly cooperating with God’s gifts,
both natural and supernatural. I am
not thinking at this time only of the
most pure Mother of God, who, by
special privilege, already immaculate
in her conception never stained her
soul with even the smallest of sins. I
am thinking of the ranks of those pure
souls, such as St. Aloysius [Gonzaga],
or our countryman St. Stanistaw Kost-
ka, who appeared before God’s tribunal

with the robe of innocence they had
received in Holy Baptism. However,
among the saints there are also those
who, for a longer or shorter period of
time, abused the gifts of God and were
deaf to the silent call of grace. Some of
them forgot their sublime destiny be-
cause they were too tied up with work
and amusements, albeit not sinful, as
in the case of the seraphic St. Francis,
the jewel of the rich youth of Assisi.
Others, having fallen down and wal-
lowed in the mud of vice, had almost
completely estranged themselves from
God, as did St. Mary Magdalene and St.
Margaret of Cortona. Others still did
not even know the true path assigned
to them, like St. Paul the Apostle, who
openly confessed that out of ignorance
he had persecuted the Church of God
[cf. 1 Tm 1:13].

And now we see how God pursued
them with His grace, how He knocked
at the door of their hearts under favor-
able conditions, how He pointed out
to them ever more clearly the path of
their mission.

(Continues on pg. 11)
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(Continued from pg. 10)

Finally, as they began to collabo-
rate with the gifts of God, they became
saints. So for instance, St. Francis heard
a voice calling him to go and fight, but
while he was getting his horse and ar-
mor ready in obedience to that com-
mand, God made it clear to him that
he was meant to take charge of a spiri-
tual army, and with it, fight against the
powers of Hell; and there began a new
life. St. Margaret of Cortona regard-
ed her lover, by then... a fetid corpse,
and, under the impression of that
view, left her sinful life and convert-
ed. And when St. Paul, trembling with
anger, was approaching the gates of
Damascus to imprison Christians, he
was thrown to the ground, and from
stubborn enemy he was made ardent
apostle of the doctrine of Christ. Af-
ter their conversion all these saints no
longer knew measure or limit in their
service to God; they were no longer
content with keeping a mediocre righ-
teousness, but, climbing to the highest
peaks of Christian perfection, strove to
make up for the time and graces they
had previously dissipated.

When it comes to God’s glory and
the salvation of souls, no effort was
heavy for them, no cross unpleasant;
from that moment on, everything
was a pleasure, everything to them
was a treasure, for everything was in
the service of God’s love. Varied and
countless are the ways in which God
leads the saints to a sublime destiny.
He often strengthens the inclinations

of nature with supernatural gifts. In
fact, He allows and commands men
to use them. Yet at times, He demands
that those inclinations of nature be
sacrificed, whenever it is necessary
for a higher formation of the soul. “If
God,” says Bossuet, “wishes to make
them worthy of Himself, He must
train them in various ways, in order to
mold them according to His plan. As
He does that, there is only one thing
He respects: He will not do explicit vi-
olence to our innate disposition.” That
is why God led some into the desert
and fully distanced them from other
men; He called others to common life
and to support each other in the prog-
ress toward perfection; He left others
still in the whirl of the world, next to
the plow, in the workshops of artisans,
or on royal thrones. Some He made
famous for their secular or religious
knowledge, or for their social activ-
ity. Others He left in the shadows of
oblivion during all their earthly life.
Some in a way He pampered, feeding
them with the milk of spiritual sweet-
ness, while others He fed with the hard
bread of suffering. All that depended
on the needs of individual souls and
on the type of mission to which a soul
had been intended.

Although faithfully following the
inspiration of divine grace, the saints
did not cease to be people like us, and
usually their actions and their words
carried within them the typical traces
of their environment, their country,
their homeland. Take for instance St.
Catherine of Siena, who felt she had
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“Sienese blood” running through her
veins, which meant, in the words of St.
Bernadine, that it was a “sweet blood.”
She would at times cover children with
kisses, and once, summoned to com-
fort a convict sentenced to death and
to get him to go to confession, she kept
his head close to her chest all night
long, as a mother would to her son. In
St. Teresa, on the other hand, we start
to envision the spirit of chivalry. Born
in Avila, the “city of knights”—where
even the women once, during the ab-
sence of their husbands, were able to
withstand a siege—she was deeply im-
bued with the spirit of her city and her
nation. That is why in her writings we
often find the expression: “God of bat-
tles,” “the banner of God,” “serve God
with manly courage” The same atti-
tude is found in St. Teresa’s compatri-
ot, St. Ignatius Loyola, who had been
a soldier.

Many saints were music lovers. At
times, when St. Francis felt inspired,
he took two pieces of wood in his hand
and rubbed them on each other, as if
he were playing a violin. On holidays,
St. Teresa used to play a small flute and
struck a tambourine, while St. Ignati-
us Loyola was so carried away by mu-
sic that he no longer felt any pain.

Usually, the saints behaved in a per-
fectly natural way, but for the sake of a
higher virtue, and especially to escape
the praise and approval of men, under
the influence of grace they would at
times do things that, to those around
them, seemed utterly unreasonable
and humiliating. A true master in this
sense was St. Philip Neri. For example,
one day some Polish delegates who
had gone to visit the Pope, having been
told that there was a “saint” in Rome,
wanted to see him. When St. Philip
was informed of that, he had a stool
set up with a few books. He then sent
for some children and once they were

(Continues on pg. 12)
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St. Maximi
(Continued from pg. 11)

around him, instructed one of them to
read out a book of humorous content
and began to listen with great earnest-
ness. The delegates went in with much
reverence, yet the saint did not allow
the boy to stop reading, but begged
the guests to wait. Since, however, he
had the child read one chapter after
another and they could not possibly
wait until reading would end, the dele-
gates departed, outraged and shocked,
while St. Philip thanked God for hav-
ing avoided the praise of men.

We see, therefore, that the saints
proceeded by different routes: they
each had a different way of acting
with regard to the gifts of nature. One
thing they all had in common: the fact
that they always subdued such gifts
to grace, the very grace that so many
times had raised them up from a state
of prolonged listlessness or even from
the slavery of sin. All, therefore, ex-
perienced a higher and supernatural
life, regardless of the fact that they had
been imposed upon by grace to walk
along a path that was either in keep-
ing with or in contrast to their nature.
Their only purpose was God and His
holy love, and everything else—facts
either natural or supernatural, pleas-
ant or unpleasant—were simply means
to that end. In this way, nothing turned
against them, but rather they drew
endless benefit from everything, be-
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cause their benefit was spiritual: as a
matter of fact, “We know that all things
work for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his pur-
pose” [Rom 8:28].

Icon of
St. Maximilian Kolbe
Holy Card and Print

This beautiful icon of St. Maxilimilian Kolbe
painted by an Ml member is now available
as a holy card and framable 8x10 print.

Order copies today from the
MI National Office:

MINational@MissionImmaculata.com
Or call: 331-223-5564

Act of Total
Consecration
to the Immaculata

(Prayer composed by St. Maximilian Kolbe)

O Immaculata, Queen of Heaven
and earth, refuge of sinners and
our most loving Mother, God has
willed to entrust the entire order of
mercy to you. |, (hame), a repentant
sinner, cast myself at your feet
humbly imploring you to take me
with all that | am and have, wholly
to yourself as your possession and
property. Please make of me, of
all my powers of soul and body, of
my whole life, death and eternity,
whatever most pleases you.

If it pleases you, use all that | am
and have without reserve, wholly
to accomplish what was said of you:
“She will crush your head,”and, “You
alone have destroyed all heresies in
the world”

Let me be a fit instrument in your
immaculate and merciful hands
for introducing and increasing
your glory to the maximum in all
the many strayed and indifferent
souls, and thus help extend as far
as possible the blessed Kingdom
of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus.
For wherever you enter, you obtain
the grace of conversion and growth
in holiness, since it is through your
hands that all graces come to us
from the most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

V. Allow me to praise you, O sacred Virgin.

R. Give me strength against your enemies.
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MI RESOURCES

Available from the MI National Center
Rowry | P a0

MEDITATIOMS

Disseminate the
Miraculous Medal and
introduce Our Lady

D YOU,
CONSECRATE DTHER‘ A

THE 4 TH HOLD |
owmiw  MIRACULOUS ‘n Mprffﬂgg? BERY YOUR FAMILY and the Ml to others!
s MEDAL OFTHE CROSs ~ MOTHER!

TO MARY!
'~¢79{y L LG d

Iroggd.
the .fr?/m«zu// et

Miraculous medals and
various Ml brochures

> 1 @ _ ¢ T can be requested

Receive this medl gt : _ 3 from the Ml National Office at
with faith and ' ; i

wearitwithlove. oo bes i | - M 331-223-5564 or via email:

MILITIA R By MiNational@Missionimmaculata.com
MACUL 1

Ave Maria! The complete works of the great
Franciscan martyr of charity are finally

The Deﬁmtzve Englz sh EdltZOI’l, £ ,) S S available in English! St. Maximilian was a
e '!! m’ftn . theological and Mariological genius and
The Martyr of Charity, St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe (1894-1941), ? 2 this opera omnia is sure to be one of the

greatest tomes to ever grace a bookshelf.

before his death in the Auschwitz concentration camp, had a full | r’ 0
| K It provides the wisdom, the answers, and the weapons that

and fruitful life. The Polish-born Franciscan Friar had spent

the previous twenty-three years as a priest, evangelizer, media e Vo1 e are needed for our times: total allegiance to Christ and the
mogul, social commentator, missionary and religious reformer. e libg Lart o ‘ Church, consecration to t.he Immaculata, the mediat':o.n of
His life’s work cut short at age 47, St. Kolbe nonetheless left | Y Fae SR Mary, the bullet of the Miraculous Medal, and the spiritual
behind an impressive body of writings. In the 1950s the English- | ERCRPILE = £ sword of the Rosary! --Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC

speaking world first began reading bits and pieces of those | E=—H ' q o

writings translated from the original Polish, Italian and Latin. il Enjoy readmg them 0I:I your comPUterl
Now, at long last, devotees and scholars alike can find the entire . R ) phOl‘Ie or Ipad

wide-ranging array of those writings collected together in a two- Avg llak IE alsoi ? Order e-books online at

volume compendium, published by Nerbini International. e-boo ormat! Amazon.com or BarnesandNoble.com

Check the Ml website
Militiaofthelmmaculata.com
often for updates, resources, special events and more!
Follow us on

GIOJOIO

Support Our Lady’s Work
by Helping the MI

DONATE HERE

IMMACUL AT A “If you love the Immaculata, if your heart burns with gratitude to her, offer your

MI NATIONAL CENTER - USA contribution to this work, according to your capabilities! It is worth making such
P.0. Box 5547, Peoria, IL 61601 an effort! The Immaculata will not forget it! May all Ml Knights be zealous in

331-223-5564 s e 1
T e e v winning the world over to the Inmaculata!

MINational@Missionlmmaculata.com St. Maximilian Kolbe
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https://twitter.com/MilitiaImmacul3



